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) Sir Walter Raleigh wrote his History of the World in a prison ;\ and it was in a prison that Cervantes 


ote Don Quixote. 
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TO THE READER. 


After having published, seventeen vo- 
Jumes of this Work, embracing the period 
ofeight years and a half, during which 


- time I Rave written with my own hand 


nearly two thousand articles upon various 
subjects, without having, except in one 
Single instance, incurred even the threats 
of the law, 1 begin the Eighteenth Volume 
ina prison. In this respect, however, I 
only share the lot of many men, who 
have inhabited this very prison -before 
me; nor have I the smallest doubt, that I 
shall hereafter be enabled to follow the 
example of those men. On the triumph- 
ing, the boundless joy, the feasting and 
shouting, of the Peculators, or Public 
Robbers; and of ‘all those, whether profli-. 


© gate or. bypocritical villains,’ of whom I 
have been the scourge, I-look with con- 
tempt, knowing very well, fecling in my 


heart, that my situation, even at this time, 


_ is infinitely preferable to theirs; and, as 


F ' to the future, I 


can reasonably promise 


3a myself days of peace and happiness, while 


continual dread must haunt their guilty 


© minds; while every stir, and every sound 


/ must make them quake for fear. Their 
» day is yet to come. 


Before I renew my usual intercourse 


Tee with my Readers, and offer to them, as 


“heretofore, my remarks upon 
' subjects, aiid subjects connected with poli- 


political 


tics, I think it necessary to say something, 


_ relative to the proceedings in the Court of 


- “4 King’s Bench, the end of which proceed- 


_ ings has been my imprisonment here, It 
| is not my intention to publish a full report 
- of the Trial: that sidink 

_ but on many accounts, it may be useful 


d be unnecessary ; 


merely to record the transaction, previ- 


| ously to any remarks upon any part of it, 


First, then, I was prosecuted by way 


of Information of.the Attorney General, 


for an article, pubfished in the Political 
Register of the Ist of July, 1809, respect- 


ing the flogging of certain men in the Local 
Militia 


ia, in the town of Ely, and also re- 
specting the use made, upon that occasion, 
of @ corps of foreign soldiers, called the King’s 


[e 


German Legion. Ssconpuy, the Trial 
took place on Friday, the 15th of June, 
1810, when I was found guilty,, bya Spe- 
cial Jury. Tarrpiy, on Wednesday, 
the 20th, I was compelled to give bail for 
my appearance in court to receive judg- 
ment, and, as I came up from Botley 
(to which place I had returned on the 
evening of the 15th) a ‘Tip-Staif went 
down in order to seize me personally, and 
to bring me up to London to give bail. 
Fourta.y, | was brought up to receive 
judgment on Thursday the 5th of July, 
when, -after the Attorney General had 
made the speech, which I shall notice 
by-and-by, I was sent to the King’s Bench 
Prison, and ordered. to be brought up 
again on Monday the 9th of July. 
Firrary, on this last mentioned day, I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned in this 
rison for ‘Two Years, to pay a fine of a 
Thousand Pounds to the King, and, at the 
expiration of the Two Yeats, to give bail 
myself to the amount of Three Thousand 
Pounds with two sureties to the amount of 
One Thousand Poonds each for my keep- 
ing the peace for Seven’ Years. The 
Atterney General was Sir Vicary Gibbs, 
who was assisied by Mr. Garrow; the 
Judge, who sat at the Trial, was Lord El- 
lenborough; the four Judges who sat 
when the Sentence was pronounced were 
Lord Ellenborough and Judges Grose, Le 
Blanc, and Bailey ; the Sentence was pro- 
nounced by Judge Grose; and the per- 


‘sons composing the Jury were as follows ; 


Hampstead Road 
Southampton Place 
Tottenham Ct, Road 
Bayswater 

Baker Street 

High St. Marglebone 
York Pl; Marvleboue 
Church Ter. Pancras 


Tuomas Riones, Esy. 
Joun Davis, Esq. 
James Ervis, Esq. 
Joun Ricouazps, 
Tuomas Manswam, Esq. 
Rop. Hearucore, Esq. 
Joun Mavp, Esq. 
Georce Baxter, Esq. 
Tuomas Tayion, Esq. Red Lion Square 
Li Deane, Esq. sh ty po 
Vu. Parmer, 4 pper St. Islington 
Henry fe Pall Mall. ." 


So much for the mere names and dates 
‘belonging tothe transaction. Now, as to 





itself; as to the sort of 
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prosecution and the manner of conducting { “to the p 


it ; as to the charge of the Judge ; as to 
the verdict of the Jury ; as to the nature 
and amount ofthe Sentence : these are all 
before the public, whose attention to them 
has been very great, and to the judgment 
of the public I leave them. * But, on the 
last of the Attorney General’s three 
speeches (for he had three to my one) | 
cannot refrain from making some observa- 
tions, and I think myself fully justified 
in doing this, because I was told, that I 
could not be permitted to answer him 
verbally. The speech, to which I here 
allude, was made on Thursday, the 5th ot 
July, when I was called up for judgment ; 
and, that no one may say, that ldo not 
treat even this Attorney General fairly, 
i will first insert here the whole of his 
speech, as it stands reported in the Morn- 
invg Chronicle of the 6th of July, that re- 





pert being the most correct that I have 
seen. In the charge of Lord Ellenbo- 
rough and in the Sentence-Speech of 
Judge Grose, there were some passages re- 
lating to questions appertaining to general 
and foreign politics and to the profounder 
departments of political a@conomy. On 
these I shall hereafter have occasion to 
offer some observations ; but, for the pre- 
sent, I shall confine myself to the Speech 
of the Attorney General, which is reported 
in the following words :———* The AtTor- 
« wey Generac agreed in all that had been 
«said by his Learned Friends, in behalf 
* of the three Defendants, for whom they 
“ appeared, as to the distinction between 
«their guilt and that of Mr. Cobbett, as 
«to whom he should speak by and by. 
“They had allowed judgment to go 
“against them by default; they had 
* never denied that the publication was a 
“libel; mor that they themselves, in 
*« their concern in it, bad acted a criminal 
“ part. Tey had not made their defence 
“a vehicle for other calumnies and slan- 
« ders, almost as bad as the original libel. 
“Inall these respects, their case stood 
“ contradistinguished from that of Mr. 
« Cobbett, There was also another distinc- 
“ tlou between their case and that of most 
“ printers and publishers. They had not 
“ empl the author, as some printers 
e ublishers did, but the author had 
si emp oyed them. Yet these Defendants, 
. every other person who might 





“chance to . in the character of 
“ printer or publisher, must understand, 
that these circumstances never ex- 








| «der that duty of 


ublication of any work or 
“ writing whatever, must know that they 
« become responsible for all the conse- 
“ quences thence arising. —He now came 
«tothe case of Mr. Cobbett, ‘The Court- 
« would observe that from him the publi- 
«cation proceeded, and to him, as the 
« author, all. the profits, if any, apper-. 
«tained. Whatever of malignity resulted 
« from the publication, to him was it at- 
« tributable ; and whatever there arose 
«from it of base lucre and.gain accrued 
‘to him alone. The Court had heard the 
« Libel read, and sentiments widely differ- 
« ent from those of the author of it must, 
« on the reading of it, arise in the mind of ° 
« every honest man. At the present time, 
« when from the ambition and increased 
power of our enemy, we were obliged to 
“maintain a large military force, how ne- 
“ cessary was it thata good understanding 
« should subsist between the military and 
“the people. How essential was it, that 
“at such a period, the soldier should 
“ be convinced that no unnecessary, hard- | 
“ ship was thrown on him,—that he was 
«not forced to engage in any. disgraceful 
“task? How essential that the commu--° 
“nity should be satisfied that, however 
“necessary a great military. force at 
“present is for the protection of the 
“country, yet that nothing. tyrannical, | 
“that no force beyond the law, is em-* 
« ployed in compelling the inhabitants of ° 


’ 


“ thiscountry into the ramks of our armies.“ 


«The situation of the ‘soldiers of this’ 


“ country was more comfortable than at’ 
“any former peried; every ‘means that 
“ could be devised to add to their com-' 
“fort had been adopted. Our armies 
“had_by their zeal and valour evinced 
“ what were the consequences of such li- 
“beral treatments and by the glorious” 
“ exertions they had made in their coun- 
“try’s cause, had made more than an‘ 
“ample return for the comforts thus af- 
‘‘ forded them. These, he was satisfied, ‘ 
“were, and must be, the sentiments of 
“every good man in the kingdom. Need 
“he call on the Court to look back to the 
“ libel, and shew them that the sentinients’ 


“to this, he presumed to think, 


“there expressed were directly contrary ’ 
singe 


“universal feeling? What. was its tens” 


“dency? To encourage the soldiets to 
“impatiente, insubordination: and» dis- 
“ gust; to tell them that they were: hard: ‘ 
“ ly, cruelly, and: tyrannically dealt: with 


“ by their seperiors, and thereby to ren- 
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** owe their superiors disagreeable and 
“ disgusting. To go back to the situation 
* of matters at the time the libel in ques- 

* tion was written. At that moment, im- 
stead of lending a ready obedience to 

* the commands of ‘their officers, a body 
of Local Militia had in a mutinous map- 
ner surrounded those very officers whom 


(8 


“ foreign troops whom we were; in the 
« present situation of affairs, obliged to 
“employ, if we suffered them thus to*be 
“ taunted in their own persons, and to be 
«exposed to unmeérited obloquy and dis- 
« grace in the eyes of the public ofthis 
“country ? As if this, however, were not 
‘enough, the Defendant, Mr. Cobbett, 


"** it was their duty to obey. The place | “ goes the length of telling the inha- 
ag where ‘the transaction took place, did | * bitants of the place where the trans- 
_ * not’ afford’a force sufficient to quell the | “ action’ occurred, that they are base 
 ™ mutiny, but a reinforcement was called | “ miscreants for having seen and hot 
_ * in from the nearest place whence a mi- | “ having assisted in resisting so infa- 
\* litary foree* could be properly spared, | ‘mous and abominable a chastisement. 

««Tdo not know,’ says Mr. Cobbett, in 


and order was restored.—The aggres- 
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sors, however, were not dealt with as 
™ Buonaparté would have treated his re- 
troops. The ring-leaders were 


_ selected ‘and brooght before a tribunal 


where their cases were tried and exa- 


> * mined; and where, after the fairest in- 
> * quiry, they were found’ guilty of muti- 


: eo 


S< 


F mildly. remitted. 
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“7 the garb of a soldier, and still continned 
|“ so much labourers as to be ignorant. of 


: 5: 


* clination to laboor. . 


i 
a 
4 


a the officers for a trifle of yy ; 
» * the men were persons who’ 


my, and had an adequate sentence 


Ss 


“passed on them, part of which was 


pretation, however, which Mr. Cobbett 
gaveto: this transaction ? That it was 
not'to be ‘called a mutiny; that it was 
amere squabblé between the men and 
that 
| ad just 

thrown off their smock frocks to put on 


ly 


J 


* their duty as soldiers, and had become 
‘so much soldiers as to have lost the in- 
What, he asked, 
would" be the result of matiny, if libel- 

* lers of this natere were to escape with 
“ impunity? What, however, was the 
* conduct of hte smae. person to the meh 
* themselves? ~He taunts and’ ufibraids 
them with not: haying acted. like men’; 

* and instructs them, that they ought not 
to have submitted to the chastisement 
inflicted.on'them. Not only was this 
so, but he held up to contempt and in- 
dignation the German Legion for having 


* assisted, when Called in, in quelling the. 
mutiny. ~He represents them as per- 


sons who could be of no usein the ge- 
ral service of the country, whose aid 
could only be usefal in’ quelling dis- 
turbances among our native troops, and 
that gor egemasion ee ep on this occa- 
sion only because the British 

would not’have interfered in such a ser- 
vice, for. which the German Legion alone 
were fit. Could we expect zealous and 
cordial! ¢o-operatian on the part of the 


. 


What was the inter-. 


«the libel in question, ‘ what sort of a 
« place Ely is; but I really should liké 
“to know how the inhabitants looked 
“one another in the face whilst this 
‘“« scene was exhibiting in their tewn. I 
‘« should like to have been able to see their 
“faces, and to hear their observations to 
“each other at the time.’ What was 
«this but upbraiding the. inhabitants of 
«Ely for sitting quietly by and seeing 
« this punisiiment inflicted on mutineers 
“who had been’ regularly tried, econ- 
«victed, and sentenced to receive this 
“ punishment; and telling them that 
“ they ought to be ashamed to look eacti 
« otherin the face, in consequence of their 
“ not having.assisted in resisting it? Black 
“as this was, this, however, was not tid 
« blackest feature in-the present: publica- 
“tion. The author went on to hope that; 
« after this occurrence at home, we would 
“be a litthe more cautious in drawing ° 
“ conclusions, against -Buonaparté, and 
“that we should rio longer hear of the 
“ cruelty, and of the tyrannical acts of 
 Buonaparté. By looking back to for+ 
met parts of the publication, the Court 
“would find that this meant, that the 
‘< subjects of Buonaparté were subject to 
“a less severe measure of restraint thar 
“the inhabitants of this country. On this 
“ principle, ‘alluding. to ‘the means em- 
“ ployed or said to be employed by Buo- 
“ naparté to get together and discipline 
‘his conscripts, the publication states 
«that there is scarcely any one of the 
« persoxs’who wish to cry him down that 
“has mot ‘ at various timies cited the 
« hand-éoffings, and other means of force, 
* said to be used in drawing out the 
“young men of France, and who has 
* not. cited these as is @ complete 
“e thatithe people of France hate 
46 fe Sera and ‘his Government, assist 
“with reluctauce in his wars, and weuld 
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« fain see another Revolution.’ Should 
«it be suffered that the lawless libeller 
should tell the inhabitants of this coun- 
“try that they were pressed into the 
« yanks of our army with more severity 
« than that which was exetcised by tle 
« iron hand of oppression employed by 
“the Ruler of France? There was in- 
« deed, a degree of delicacy perceptible 
“in. the present publication, but it was 
“delicacy only for the enemies of this 
“ countey. The author, after alluding to 
“the means which Buonaparté employs 
“ in filling up the ranks of bis army, cor- 
“ rects himself, and represents them not 
“as acts practised, but said to be prac- 
 tised, by mu ip accomplishing 
# this object—* The means which Napo- 
“leon employs (or rather which they 
“say he employs) in order to get to- 
« gether and to discipline his conscripts.’ 
* And who were these whom he thus 
« marks out as the ‘ they?’ whom he thus 
“ taunts as with the term of the greatest 
“ reproagh—‘ the loyal?’ aterm which 
“ ought to ensure respect and: regard, as 
“ embracing the first duty of subjects in 
“a well regulated state towards their 
« Sovereign. . This was, the character of 
“the libel’ which’ the “Defendant, Mr. 
« Cubbett, was now called on to afswer 
“for. If thie was-the character, of. the 
“libel, which, Ke presumed. to. think, 
“ could, net be denied, their Lordships 
“ would readily see the tendency, of such 
‘a, publication, and they would easily 
“ estimate what the conke uences, would 
“have been if, the publication had pro- 
“ duced, the elects which. it. was. valcu- 
«lated to have. produced, What if the 
* soldiers had caught the spirit ary Pin 
“ tisfaction and, disgust, which was thus 
“ guggested for their adoption ? What if 
“the flame thus sought to be kindled 
“throughout. the whole kingdom, had 
«been lighted “up? The consequences 
“ were too fatal evento, be pointed at, 
*« It wou'd have gone to ‘eat sy up.every | 
“ hing that was, estimable in, society—it 
“would have gone.to.the destruction, of 
* civilization and good government in the 
* country. Itmight be said-by the Delen: 
# dant $.the publication in question 
“had no such tendency, and that these 
* effects had not been produced. That it 
a bad not the tendency ‘contended for, Ae 
® {she Attorney, General). denied, though 
*‘he admitted, that, happily, it had not 

roduced the eflects which it was.calcu-. 


“ country, |: 
§ une antes to take from, the credit 
judgments of 





* tated.to produce. That.the. publication 
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« in question had not produced the effects 
«which might have been expected from 
« it, we owed to the love of the subjects of 
« this country towards their Sovereign and 
« the established Government. We owed 
“ no thanks on this head, to Mr. Cobbett. 
«Tt became, however, the duty of that 
“ Court to prevent and guard against the 
« recurrence of such libels in time coming. 
« Mr. Cobbett himself had taught. the 
« Court what the consequences of passing 
“by such publications with impunity 
« would be. He had told the Court that 
other libellers had been passed by, and 
“argued upon that as a ground for his 
“ own impunity. If he were to-day to be 
passed by, or to be visited with a light 
« punishment, would not this, to-morrow, 
“ be adduced as a precedent in favour of 
“ other libellers? Would they not be en- 
“titled to say, “If 1, by libelling, be 
“ enabled to make a fortune, and to amass 
“ wealth, when, in return, | will only have 
to susiain so slight a punishment as that 
passed on Mr. Cobbett, will I not cheer- 
* fully incur the penalty.’ If the Court 
should now visit Mr. Cobbett with alight 
“punishment, could they answer for it 
“ that their arm would be strong enough, 
“ next year, to chesk the evil to. which 
“he (the Attorney-General) contended 
* they, were called on to give a vital blow 
this day? It now. Jay in the Court to jn- 
flict on the. Defendant, Mr. Cobbeit, a 
“* just. and wholesome punishment, ade- 
“quate to his. offence. They had had 
« Defore them libellers on the private cha- 
“acter of individuals; such they had 
‘* esteemed: proper objects.of punishment ; 
¥ and, that. the. punishment so inflicted 
‘Cwould tend to, diminish the frequency 


“© of the offence, if, not to. prevent it en- 


if titely. They had had ‘before them those 
“even who had, been. guilty. of libelling 
“the administration of justice. in , the 
That.was a high offence, , be- 


“and. authority due to the 


Such offences, and 


*€ as it. was, were, to. be. compared, with 
“that now nder gomideation, i mus 
“ sink jnto utter insignificance. ‘The pre- 
“sent libel. went to subyert: society itself, 
“and, whate er- might be thought of. the 


“aad bck was oe much dark 







* atrocity of others which. , 
The Court: were 


“ the Courts of Law, and tended’ to'make | 
ke me, and tended: tormake 
45 ‘ig set Mie: Wels if ecw 
Justly too,.were visited: with a severe 
“-chastisement, . But, ifitliat offence, great 
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* therefore called on to ifflict such a 
punishinent as should, at Teast, inake 

™ men pause before they embarked in 

-* libels similar to that published by the 
"* Defendant, Mr. Cobbett. The army, 
> * against whom this libel was in a peculiar 
~~ * manner directed, called on the Court for 
® justice against its traducer. The Go- 
> * vernment called on them for confirma- 
cahte tion of its legal powers; for what Go- 
“> * vernment could possibly exist if it were 
_ * not proietted against sach attacks as 
ft these? The country; which looked with 
» ** horror on the mischievous tendency 


+ 


> * of the libel now under consideration, 
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bes i called on them for protection against the 
> ** numerous evils which the’ propagation 
> | of such publications were calculated to 

© * engender, going, as they did, to the total 
“subversion of social order, and to the 
existence. of this country as a nation. 

“ Being once brought before the Court, 

te they (the Public) knew that they might 
have confidence in their protection, and 

_ “that they would no lenger have occa- 
' * sion. to dread a repetition of such out- 
Tageous insult. He called on the Coart, 

_ * therefore, for judgmént on the Defendant. 
=) He called for -justice; aid that. justice 
“ he knew would be téniperéd with mercy, 
“but hé trusted, that the Court would not 

“ forget that mercy was etjyally due fo the 

_* public.as to the Defendant at thé bar,” 

> .. Now, as to the necessity of a great'nii- 
) fitary force in this country, and’as to the 
>) causeof that necessity ; as to thé géneral 
BS ) t¥eatment of the soldiers in this country 
and their being better treatéd thah at any 
former period ; as to the punistiment in- 
 flicted upon the Local Mihtia at Ely; as 
to the employing of the G@érnians upon 
“that occasion; as to the usé of Gerihan 
Troops in this’ county at all; as tb the 
people of Ely being able to look one an- 
Other in the’ face ; as to the maniér in 
_which Napoleon would havé tresed the 
Local Militia; and as to my delicacy” 

_ towards the enemies of my counitéy : these 

| aré all matters upoit whicti'T stall say no- 
thing at alk They Have ‘all been fully 
discussed ; they are all well dndérstood ; 

' there can be, in the mind of nd man of 

_ cOmnron-sense, ‘a mistake with ‘rékpect to 
them. Theré is; indeed, one little sen- 
tenée, madé use of by thé’ Attorney Ge- 
neral, respecting the treatment of the'Sol- 
diers, which is rather obscure’; at least to 

mé itis so. He is'stated to have’ said : 

« How eséential is if that’ the eommanity 
should be satisfied, that nothing’ tyrannical, 
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that no force beyond the law, is employed 
“in compelling the inhabitants of this 
‘country into the ranks of the uti.” 
I do fot understand the «méaning of this. 
Tliesé two phrases ate, in my view of 
things, by no means synonymous; because, 
if they were, the vt se which, as 
we are told, and, perhaps, truly, the peo- 
ple of France are compéted to indergo, 
would not propérly. form a subject of com- 
plaint, seeing that they are all exercised 
under the sanction of Zéw. There are 
Decrees or Senatus Consilta for the forcing 
‘of the young men of France to go into the 
army ; yet, the forcing of thei so to go has 
been, and yet is, represented, in this coun- 
try, as being most abominably tyrannical. 
I ‘perfeetly agree with the Attorney Ge- 
neral, that it is essential, that the Coinmu- 
nity should be satisfied that “ nothing ty- 
* ramnical is employed in compelling the 
‘« inhabitants of this country into thé ranks 
of the army 3” but, towards thé pro- 
ducing “of this desirable effect his’ state- 
ment if not at all likely to contribute; 
anil, indeed, uriléss he Kad stopped at the 
word tyrannical,” and spated the subse- 
quent definition, ié would have done well 
to hold his tongue upon this part of the 
subject. 

There*aré Thnér assertions made by 
the Attornéy Géfieral, during this me- 
mofablée speech, which ‘assertions mate- 
rially affect ‘me; dtid apon which, there- 
forte, F must be?’ leave to trouble my 
réadérs with sémé observatiotis. The 
Fins of thésé assertions is, that T ‘nade 
ttiy “ defence 4 veliiclé for other culiimnies 
and standers, altnost as bad as the original 
libel.”—The® Séconb, that 1 wrote the 
publication in’ quéstibn, arid, getiéraliy, 
every thing I wrote, fot “ base lucre’ - He 
dées fiot say this in so many words; but, 
in spéaking of the Cases of the other de- 
fendants, as contrddistingtished froin mine, 
hé says, that whatever arose from it (the 
publication’ of «* base litre and yain’’ ac- 
crued to tie alofe. Anil then, in another 
part of his’speecli, wheré be is stating the 
evil Conséquenceés, which, in the way of ex- 
aniplé, will afisé from a slight ponishment 
of ni@, Khé asks if ottier libéllers will not, in 
sich case, be entitled to say: “If I, by 
« libelling, be’ enabled to make a fortune, 
“ aid’ to amass wealth, When, in feturn, I 
« will only have 'to sustain so sligtt a pu- 
“ riishmelt as that passed on Mr. Cobbett, 
will I not cheerfully incur the penalty?” 
+The Tuixp ‘assertion is, that the Army 
called upon” the court to punish me. The 
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words are these, as givem in the report : 
« The army, against whom this libel is mn 
«a peculiar manner directed, calls on the 
«“ court for justice against its traducer. 
There are several other assertions, 
which. as occasion offers, I-may be dis- 
posed to notice; but, these three are all 
that Ishail notice at present. 

With respect to the First, namely, 
that I had made my defence a vehicle for 
other calumnics and slanders, much more 
need not be said, than was said by every 
one who heard or fead the speech, and 
that is, that it is very strange, that these 
new calumnies were not named by the 

yerson who was speaking in aggravation. 
le had had nearly a month to consider 
of, and to inquire into, the facts (for | 
dealt not in insinuations) stated by me in 
my defence; and, how comes it that he 
did not contradict any one of those facts / 
How came he to content himself with a 
general assertion, unsupported with even 
an alledged fact? Had he not time to go 
more minu'ely into the matter; or did he, 
out of mercy, forbear to prove these new 
calumnies upon me? Was it compassion 
that operated with him upon this eccasion ? 
—— These “ calumnies,’” as tie calls them, 
were brought forth in answer to, and in 
contradiction of, assertions made by him in 
his first speech. It is, therefore; very 
surprizing, that be should not have made 
an attempt, at least, to refute them. He 
seems to have been very anxicus to put 
every thing right in the public mind; and 
how comes he, then, to have left these 
“€ calumnies”’ totally unanswered, especi- 
ally when he looked upon them as bein 
“« almost as bad as the original libel ?”’ 
Upon the Seconp assertion, that 1 had 
written the publication in question for 
gain’s sake; that I had amassed wealth, 
made @ fortune by libelling; and that, | 
had, in short, in My writings, been ac- 
tuated by a craving after base fucre; upon 
this, the first observation to make, is, that 
it contains a beautiful compliment to the 
people of this country, and comes in with 
peeutiar fitness close afler the assertions 
that their good sense prevented the mis- 
= ~— ow gelraten was calcu- 
Xctte, that they even called 
Upon the court to punish me. No: the 
peopie of this country were so sensible 
so discerning, so loyal, and held libelling 
in such abborrence, that they were not S 
be excited to sedition by me; we 
. me; ‘and, Da 
minute afterwards, to publish Jibels is, in 
this country, ythe rm. 













The Army, tov, abhorred this work of 
libelling, and even called upon the court 
to punish me for it; and yet, but only a 
minute before, there was great danger ef 
niy creating disaffection in the army, of 
throwing evety thing into confusion, and 
of producing the destruction of “ Social 
« Order and our Holy Religion,” as John 
Bowles has it. The Attorney General 
was in a difficulty. It would not do to 
say, that my writing had no effect upon 
either the people or the army ; it would 
not do to say, that what I wrote dropped 
still-born from the press, or, that it made 
no impression upon any body ; it would 
not do to say this, and yet it was paying 
me too great a compliment to suppose 
that I had the power of inducing any 
body to think or to feel with me; there- 
fore, I was, in one and tle same speech, 
represented as a most mischievous and a 
most insignificant writer. - 

But, to return to the charge of writing 
for * base lucre?’ I think the publie will 
have perceived, that there. was nothing 
original in this part of the Attorney Ge- 
neral’s spvechs for, the-charge ‘had, imall 
forms ‘of words, been long before made by 
the basest ‘of my calummiators, bythe vile 
wretches, who notoriously use their pens 
and their pencils for pay, and who do not, 
like me, look*for remuneration to the sale 
of their works to the public. The wea 
of my having amassed wealth,’ arose 
in the first place, perhaps, from the envy 
of the worst and most despicable part of 
those, who wished to live by the press, but 
who did not possess the requisite- talents 
to insure success ‘to their endeavours, and 
at the sane tue preserve their indepen- 
dence ;-or, whe were so deficient in point 
of industry: as to render their talents of no 
avail ; and who, therefore, resorted to that 
species of trafic, which exposed them 
to my-lash.. Such men would naturally 
hate me- Such men would naturally wish 
for my destruction. Such men would na- 
turally stick at no. falshood, at :ne-sort or 
size of calumny against a man, whose suc- 
cess was at once an object of their envy 
and the means.of their continual annoy - 
ance. But, frem:a person in the situation 
ot Attorney General one might have ex- 
pected a little more-caution. in speaking 
of the character and motives of any man. 

. Let me, before | come tom particular 
case, first'ask why the gains barvsines or 
of 'a. book or news-paper proprietor are 
to be called ‘base ducre,” any more,than 








| the gains of any: other description of per- 
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~~ sons. Mitton and Swirt and Appison 
received money for their works; nay, 
'Pops received more, perhaps, than all of 
“them put together, and wrote, too, with 
‘ten times more severity and more per- 
“sonality than I ever did; and yet, no one 
> ever thought, I believe, of giving to bis 
gains the name of “ base lucre.”” This is 


Let 


_ whatever, imagine that his pecuniary pos- 
~~ sessions or his estate, if he bas gained one, 
+ +» will, or can, escape the application of this 
~ liberal charge. The fortunes of Mr. Walter 
>and Mr. Perry and Mr. Stuart and Mr, 
~ Longman and Mr. Cadell and of all the 
> —-rest-of them, are all to be considered as 
© base lucre.”’ 
> the industry and talents of every man. who 
' works with his pen ; and those whose. bu- 
F _ © Siness it is to iniorm and instruct mankind 
~~ -are either to. be steeped in poverty, or to 
_» be regarded as sordid and base hunters 
> after gain, Dr. Johnson, if now living, 
 mast..atthis rate, be liable to be charged 
> with hunting after “ base lucre,” for he 
» really. lived by the use of hispen. Paley 
> also sold his writings, and so, I daresay, 
did Lecke;.and why not, then, impute 
baseness to. them on this account?. It, is 
notorious, that thousands of priests and, 
even Bishops have sould Lheir writings, not 













excepting their sermons; and is. not that” 


: ‘hunting after “base luere?’’ It is equally 
* notorious that Lawyers are daily in the 


 sChabit of selling reports of. cases and other 
| writings appertaining to: their profession ; . 


and what.can their gain thereby be called, 
then, but. “base lucre ?””? Burke sold his 
writings as: well as:Paine-did his; nay; the 
former, for many years,and being-amem- 


work, called the Annual Register ;, and, of 
course, he. sought therein after, “ base 
Jucre.”’ Base lacre it: was, accordiag to 


‘to -write his: Diversions of Purley ; aud, in 
‘short, every ‘writer, whether upon jaw, 
“physic, divinity, politics, ethics, or an 
‘thing else, if he sell.the productions of bis 
‘pen, 1s exposed:to this new and hitherto- 
There «is; indeed, a species of gain, 
arising from: the use of the 
does: well merit the appellation of « base 
lucre;”: but, the ‘« Learned Friend’ 
‘seems to have mistaken the mark. When 
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Base !ucre is the fruit of | 


ness attached to bis gains. 


“ber of the Henourabie House all the while, . 
-actually wrote dor pay im a periodical | 


‘this -doctrine; that set. Malone to edite. 
‘Shakespeare, and ‘that, induced: Mr. Tooke: 


» which. 





‘a man bargains for the price of maintain- 
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ing such or such principles, or of endea- 
vouring to make out such or such a case, 
without believing in the soundness of the 
principles or the trath of the case ; such 
a map, whether he touch the cash (or 
paper-money) before or after the per- 
formance of his work, and whether he 
work with his tongue or his pen, may, I 
think, be pretty fairly charged with seek- 
ing after “* base lucre;”’ for he, in such 
case, manifestly sells not only the use of 
his talents, but his sincerity into the bar- 
gain, and drives a traffic as nearly allied 
to soul-selling as any thing in this world 
can be; nor does it signify a straw from 
what quarter, or in what shape, the remune- 
ration may come, for the motive being 
base, the gain or lucre must be base also. 
Again, if a man receive from the taxes, 
that is to say, from the people’s money, 
a reward for writing any thing, especially 
upon controverted political questions, the 
lucre. accruing to him may fairly be 
called base; for here, as in the former 
case, he makes a base bargain for the use 
of his talents. It is the same with those, 
who are mere proprietors of works and 
not writers, and who vend, their pages for 
a like, consideration, coming, from a like 
source. But, ifa man sell to the public, 
sell to any one that chooses to buy with 
his ow, money, and resort to no means of 
cheating the purchaser out of the price of 
what is sold, there can be nothing of base- 
7 The article is 
offered to the public}. those’ who do not 
choose to purchase let alone; there is 
ho compulsion; there is nOmonopoly in 
the way of purchasing elsewhere, and 
there’ is nothing of baseness belonging to 
the transaction ; the gainis fair ani ho- 
nourabie ; it is the right of the possessor, 
and more perfectly bis right, perhaps, 
than gain of any other sort can possibly 
be. 

After these general observations, it is 
hardly necessary for me to say much 
upon my particular case, it being impos- 
sible that the reader should not have 
already perceived clearly, that the charge 
of seeking after “ base lucre’’ ‘is quite in- 
applicable to me. Bat, I cannot, upon 
such an occasion, refrain from staung 
some facts, calculated to show the injustice 
and falshood of this charge, when pre- 
ferred against me as proprietor of a pub- 
lic print. I have now been, either ia 


- America or England, sole proprietor of a 


public: print for upwards of fourteen 
years, with the intermission of about a 











i 


a 









* 


15] 
vear of that time, and I never did upon | 
any occasion whatever, take money or 
swonev’s worth, forthe insertion or tiie 
suppri ssion of any paragraph or article 
whatsoever, though it is well known, that 
tiie practice is as common as any other 
b inch of the business belongmg to news- 
papers in general. Many hundreds of 
pounds have been offered to me in this 
wavy, as my several clerks and agents can 
bear witness; and, had I hankered after 
«« base luere,”’ the reader will readily be- | 
lieve, that I should have received ali that 
was so offered. From ‘the daily news- 
paper, which I published after my return 
to England, 1 excluded all Quack-Adver- 
tisemenis, because | looked upon them as 
indecent and having a mischievous ten- 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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dency, and because to insert them ap- 
peared to me to be assisting imposture. 
These advertisements are, itis well known, 
a great source of profit to the proprietors 
of news-papers; and, if Ihad been at- 
tached to “ base lucre,”’ shuuld I have 
rejected my share of that profit? 1 lost 
many hundreds of poors by my daily 
news-paper, which failed, not for want of 
readers, but solely because J would not 
take money in the same way that other 
proprictors did. Whether this were wise 
or foolish is now of no consequence; but, 
the fact is, at any rate, quite sufficient to 
repel the charge of seeking after ‘“ base 
jucre,”’ 

From my out-set as a writer to the pre- 
sent hour I have always preferred princi- 





ple to gain. In America the king’s mi- 
mister made, and not at ajl improperly, 
offurs of service tome, on the part.of the 
ministry at home. The offer was put as 
of servive to any relations that I might 
have in England, and my answer was, 
that if I could earn any thing myself where- 
with to assist'my relations, I should assist 
them, but that I would not be the cause of 
their receiving any thing out of the public 
purse, Mr. Listox, then our minister in 
America, cau bear testimony to the truth 
of this statement. And, was this the con- 
duet of a man, whe sought after « base 
“ lucre?”’ Js this the conduct which 
is now fashionable among those, who 
call themselves “the loyal,” and the 
“ King’s friends ?"’ Do they reject offers of 
the public purse? Do they take care to 
keep their poor relations out of their own 
earuings or property, or do they t 
them, week and heels, upon the Yann 
€ taxes, as a higher 






be maintained out of th 


order of paupers? I have acted up to af 
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professions. I have, at this time, depen- 
dent upon me, for almost every thing, 
nearly twenty children besides my own, I 
walk on foot, where others would ride in a 
coach, that I may have the means of 
yielding them support; that I may have 
the means of preventing every one be- 
longing to me from seeking suppert from 
the public, in any shape whatever. Is 
this the fashion of * the loyal?” Do “ the 
« loyal” act thus? Do hey make sacrifices 
in order that their poor relations may not 
become a charge to the public? Let that 
public answer this question, and say to 
whom the charge of seeking afier “ base 
« lucre” belongs. 

I wonder whether it has ever happened 
to the Attorney General to reject the offer 
of two services of plate, tendered hini tor 
the successful exertion of Ais talents? 
‘This has happened to me, though the offer, 
on each occasion, was made in the most de- 
licate manner, though the service had been 
already performed, though the thing was 
done with, and the offer could not have a 
prospective view, and though the service 

had been performed without any previous 
application. I wonder whether Sic Vieary 
Gibbs did ever reject an offer of this sort ? 
And I do wonder, how many there are 
amongst the whole tribe of “ learned 
“ friends,’ who have, or ever will have 
to accuse themselyes of such an act? Yet 
has he the assurance to impute my. writ- 
ings to motives of “ base (ucre.”’ The 
truth is, that Iam hated by the pretended 
“ loyal,” because I am proof against all 
the temptations of base laere. I have 
spoken of the offer made me, while. in 
America. Upon my return home the mi- 
nisters made me other offers, and, amongst 
the rest, they offered me a share. of the 
True Briton news-paper, conducted and ne- 
minally owned by. Ma. Herniot. I, who 
was what the country people call a green- 
horg, 2s to such matters, and who was gull 
enough to think, that it was principle that 


} actuated every writer on what I then 


deemed the right side; I was quite asto- 
nished to find, that the Treasury was able 
to offer me a share in a news-paper. . L-re- 
jected the offer in the most delicate man- 


ner that J could; but, I never was. fore . 


given. I have @kperienced, as. might 
have been expected, le species of sn 
Since that time; but, I did, net, 1 must 
confess, expect ever to be. accused of 
writing for “base lucre.” This, is a 
charge, which, as I shewed upon. the 
trial, originated with the very scum.of the 
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press, and had its foundation in the worst 
‘end most villainous of passtens. 

+ In general it is a topic of exultation, 
~ 4hat industry and talent are rewarded 


~Avith the possession of wealth. 
~~ wbject of the teachers of youth, in this 
' country, seems always to have been the | 


sdnstilling into their minds, that wealth was 


* 
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Tie great 


the sure reward of industry and ability. 
Upon what ground, then, is it that the 
> the “making of a 
~ fortune,’ by the use of industry and ta- 
jents, is to be considered as meriting re- 
proach in me? ‘The fact is not true. J 
have not amassed wealth, and have not 
ainde a fortune, in any fair sense of those 
phrases. I do not possess a quarter part 


as much as I should, in all probability, 
shave gained, by the use of the same de- 
‘gree of industry and ability, in trade or 


commerce. But, if the fact were other- 
wise, and if I rede in a coach and four in- 


‘siead of keeping one pleasure horse, ancl 


that one only because it is thought neces- 


sary to the health of my wife > if I had 
really a fortune worthy of being so called, 
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. = ; 
what right would any one have to repreach | 


labouring seventeen years, since I quitted 
y. I have never known what it 
was to enjoy’any of that which the world 
calls pleasure.» From a beginning with 


nothing E have acquired themeans of mak - 4 
/ ing some fittle provision for a family of 


six Children (the remains of thirteen), be- 


' sides having, for several years, maintained 
almost wholly, three times as many ‘chil- 
I to be | 


dren of my relations. And, am 
reproached as a lover of “base lucre,” be- 
cause i begin to have a prospect (for ‘it is 


_ nothing moré) of making such provision ? 


And, am I now, upon such a charge, to be 


| stripped, in ‘one’ way or another, of the 
_ means of making such provision? Was it 


not manly and brave for the Attorney Ge- 


' neral, when he knew that I should not be 
| permitted to answer him, to make such an 
_ attack, not only upon me but apon the fu- 
ture comfort of those, who depend upon 


me for support? Verily, thas is not to be 
jorgotten presently. As long as I or my 
chiiren are able to remember, ¢his will 
be borne in mind; and, I have not the 


smallest doubt of seeing the day, when Sir 


Vicary Gibbs, and those who belong to 
hun, will not think of any such thing as 
that of reproaching us with the possession 
of our own earnings. 

During the time that I was absent from 
nome for the purpose of giving bail, as be- 


' .me with the possession of it? I have been | 





| 


[1s 
fore stated, a man, dressed like a gentie- 
man, went upon my Jand in the neighbour- 
hood of Botley, got into conversation with 
my servants, asked them how mach pro- 
perty I had, where it lay, of whom I had 
purchased it, what | had given for it, 
whether I was upon the pomtof purchas- 


| ing any more, andagreat many other ques- 


tions of the same sort. When he went 
away from one of them, he told him: 
* You will not have Cobbett. here again 
“« for one while 3” or words to that efiect. 
I leave the public to form their opinions 
as to the object of this visit, and of the 
person who made it. ‘Tie truth of the 
fact can, at any time, be verified upon 
cath. If this scoundrel had been put to 
the test, I wonder what account he could 
have rendered of the source of his means ; 
of the money which had purchased the 
clothes upon his back. Not long before 
the time just mentioned, another person 
of a similar description went to another 
man who works for me, asked him what 
sort of a man I was, what he had ever 
heard me say about the king or. the govern 
ment, and told him that some people thouglit 
me a very great enemy of the government, 
The person went into,a hittle public house 
inthe neighbourhood ef uy. farm, where 
he got into conversation with those whom 
he found there, and contrived soon to 
pmake that conversaion,tuga epon me, 
tie heard nothing byt good of me aa 
neighbour and a master 3 .and, as to polities, 
not a soul that he talked to knew what he 
meant, never having.in their bwes heard 
me utter a word upon any subject of that 
sort. Of the two servants, whom I haye 
alluded to above, the name of the former 
is Jonn Dean and that of the latter Jawgs 
Cownern ; both of them men, upon whose 
word I can rely, and. who, as I said be- 
fore, are ready to verify this statement 
upon their oaths, The modesty and 
good manners of my. men induced them 
to. give answers to. the questions of these 
base rascals, withont suspecung any thing 
of their real character or desigu; nor had 
either of them the smaljlest notion of that 
design, until my return home, and until I 
had bediaianed. them. with the nature of 
my situation. If the design (which must, 
I think, be manifest enough to the reader) 
had been known, their bones, or, at least, 
their skin, would, 1am afraid, bave car- 
ried off a testimonial of their baseness and 
of the indignation of my servants. The 
base miscreants would then have had a 
feeling proof of the sentiments entertained 
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towards me by those who know me best | 


and have had the greatest experience of | 





my disposition. [ leave *.e public to 
rumimate upon what " uave here stated, 
relative to the 1 juries of these villains. 


The misereant, whe went to make’the in- | 
‘they were undertaken. I have heard 


auir.es about the extent of my property, 


uid not, it seems, go to Botley, but ap- | 


peared to go from, and to return to, some 
town or village upon the Gosport road, 
fearing, apparently, to be known, or, at 
feast, traced, it he put up at the inn at 
Botley. 


form their opinion upon these facts. It ts, 





I think, quite unnecessary for me to give | 


any opinion of my own. 

One cannot, iowever 
how very finely all th 
with the notion, now and occasionally 


help observing 


here‘ofore endeavoured to be propagated, | 


that I am a person not worthy of not-ce 
This notion agrees admirably with all that 
the public has seen and heard for the last 
twelve months, during which time there 
has been more written and printed «gains: 
me individually than would, if collected 
together, make twenty thick quarto vo- 
lumes ; and, (melancholy to relate!) with- 
out producing the .oss ofone of my friends, 
the falling offof one of my readers, or the 
robbing me of one wink of my sleep, 
while iny enenues, if upon any occa-ion, 
they dare shew themselves, become ob- 
jects of public hatred and scorn; and | 
sulemn!y declare, that | would rather com- 
mit the horrid and cowardly act of suicide 
than chance names and characters with 


the very best, or rather, the least bad, of 


all those enemies, whether I look amongst 
the young or the old, amongst the profli- 
gates or the hypocrites, amongst the dar- 
ing robbers or the sly and smooth cheaters. 

My readers know, that, besides the Po- 
litical Register, I have undertaken and 
am carrying on three other publications, 
namely, The Paruamentary History, 
the Parttamentany Denares, and the 
Srate Triats; and, under the present 
circumstances, I think it will not be 
deemed egotistic if 1 say something about 
them. These works, particularly the for- 
mer and the latter, so far from being un- 
dertaken with a hope of merely gaining 
money, were underiaken with the certainty 
& sinking money for some time, at least ; 
probably formany years ; and possibly for 
ever. were works which, though ab- 
solutely necessary to the completing of 
our political libraries, none of the book- 


enahe though many of them 


I] leave the public, I say, to | 


. 
things agree | 


are possessed of ten times my pecaniary 
means, would venture to undertake. After 
long waiting they promise profit ; but, it 
must be evident to, every man at all ac- 
quainted with the matter, that * base lucre’’ 


could form no part of the object with which 


others applauded for their public-spirit in 
| encountering what have been called great 
national works. What a clutter was made 
| in this way about large editions of Shake- 
| speare and Milton, which were, at last, 
cot rid of by the means of a Lottery, au- 
| thorised by act of parliament. ‘The terms 
liberality and munificence were given to the 
_undertakers of those works; but, was 
there avy thing in them of national utality 
vorthy of being compared with these 
| works of mine? I have encountered these 
works, unaided by any bedy; I shall ask 
the Honourable House for no Lettery to 
carry them through; I trust solely to their 
real inirensic merit for their success ; and, if 
they do succeed, shall I therefore be ac- 
cused of seeking after “ base lucre ?”’ ‘This 
werk, ef which 1 now begin the Haghteenth 
Volume, has had nothing to support it but 
its own merits. Not a poundynot evena 
pound in paper-money, was ever ex- 
pended upon alvertising it. It came up 
like a grain of mustard seed; and, like a 
| grain of mustard seed it has spread over 
‘the whole civilized world. And why has 
it spread more than other publications of 
the same kind? There have not been 
wanting imitations of it. There have been 
some dozens of them, I believe. Same 
size, same form, same type, same heads of 
‘matter, same title. all but the word ex- 
pressing my name. How many efforts have 
been made to tempt the public away from 
me, while not one attempt has been made 
by me to prevent it! Yet all have failed. 
The changeling has been discovered, and 
the wretched adventurers have then en- 
deavoured to wreak their vengeance on me. 
| They have sworn that I write badly.; that 
4 publish nothing but trash; that I am 
both fool and knave. But, still the readers 
hang on tome. One would think, as Fal- 
staff says, that ‘I had given them love pow- 
der. No: but ] have given them as great 
a rarity, and something fall as attractive ; 
namely, truth in clear language. 1 have 
stripped statement and reasoning of the 
foppery of affectation ; and, amongst my 
other sins, is that of having shown, of 
having proved beyond all dispute, that 
very much of what is called “ learning’? is 
| Imposture, quite useless to any man whom 
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has blessed with brains. The public, 


them dissent from my opinions, will never 
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persuaded that my views are énimical to 
yy country, or bave any dishonourable ob- 


ect. Nothing will ever persuade any man, 


e he who he may, sincerely to believe 


this. There are many, who will pretend 


Pi ie?) 


"to believe it; but, they will not believe it 


_ at bottom, and they will read en. The 
public has perceived in me a sort of con- 


‘duct towards my adversaries, which they 
never witnessed in any other pubiic writer. 
They have seen, that 1 always insert and 


‘give publicity to, whatever is sent in an- 


Swer to myself. This is a proof of my 


| Tove of truth ten thousand times stronger 


It 


Phan any professions however strong. 


is a speaking fact, which is always the thing 
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to produce the most impression. The Re- 
gister has created in England, and even 
in other countries, a new taste in reading, 


Bod an entirely new set of notions upon 
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j Ht -§© base lucre.’’ 


political matters; and, can it be possible 
that any one is to be persuaded, that such 
van effect is to be produced by mere libel- 
ding ? No: nor will any one Lelieve, that 
it.is to be produced by a mind bent upon 
If ** base lucre”’ had been 
my principal object, or, indeed, if it had 


py been a considerable object with me, I 
because to write with effect, one’s mind 
mast be free, which it never can be if 
>» the love of gain be uppermost. 


never should have written with eflect; 


Be- 


/ sides, how inconsistent is this charge 





























































































































) of * base lucre’’ with the charge of sedi- 
| tious mtentwas? The two things are ab- 
_ solutely incompatible with one another ; 


for, if insurrection and confusion were to 
take place, all the works above men- 
tioned, all the numerous volumes of those 
works, whence my profiis are to come, 
if they come at all, would, at once, cease 
to be of any more. use than so many 
square bits of wood. For a man,- who 
has real property, to wish for the annihi- 
jation of those laws, by which alone that 
property is secured to bim, is not very 
likely ; for a man, who, like me is plant- 
img treesand sowing acorns and making 
roads. and breaking up wastes,.to wish 
for: the destruction of order ‘and law. and 
property is,still less likely; but, for.a 
man, the chief part of whose property 
consists of what must of necessity become 
mere -waste-paper in case of a destruction 
of order and ‘law, for sacha man to -wish 
for such)-destruction is utterly,out of be- 
lief, aud quite impossible if he be a seeker 
after « base lucre,’”’ 


wever much in many cases,some of 
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So much for the two first assertions 
of. the Attorney General. ‘The Turrp, 
namely, that the ARMY was anxious éo see 
me, punished, 1 will inquire. into in my 
next. it willtake up some considerable 
space; for, 1am resolved to show, and 
that in a manner to leave no doult in the 
mind of any man, that the Army has no 
reason to find fault with me, that I have 
always been the friend of the soldier, and 
that, of course, I merit not his bad wishes. 
I shall have much to bring up next 
week, and I propose, in order at once to 
get things smooth, to publish a double 
number. The reader will, I am sure, 
excuse me for giving, under the present 
cireumstances, the precedeuce to obser- 
vations more immediate! y relating to my- 
self; but, he ueed uot fear, that I shall 
trespass much upon him in this way. I 
shall resum* my usual course of proceed. 
ing, an’, according to my former practice, 
leave my calumniators to choak in their 
own gall, 








W™. COBBETY. 
State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 
13th July, 1810. 
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Hotiann.—From the Royal Amsterdam Ga- 
zette, July 4, 1840. 


Amsterdam, July 3—Louis Napoleon, 
by the Grace of God and the Constitution 
of the Kingdom, King of Holland, Con- 
stable of France.—To all those who may 
see; or hear, or read these presents, health. 
—Hollanders! Being convinced that ne- 
thing more for your interest or your wel- 
fare can be eftected by me, but, on the 
contrary, considering myself as an obsta- 
cle which may prevent the good will and 
intentions of my brother towards this 
country, | have resigned my rank and 
royal dignity in favour of my eldest son, 
Napoleon Louis, and of his brother, Prince 
Charles Louis Napoteon.—Her Majesty, 
the. Queen, being of right, and according 
ta the Constitution Regent of the kingdom, 
the Regency shall, till her arrival, be 
vested in the Council of Ministers. —Hol- 
landers! never shall I forget so good and 
Virtuous a people as you are. My last 
thought, as well as my last sigh, shal] be 
for your happiness. On Jeaving you I 
cannot sufliwently recommend you to re- 
ceive.wellthe military and civil officers of 
France... Thigis the only means to gratify 
his Majesty the Emperor, on whom your 
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cate, that of your children, and that of | In the name of bis Majesty Napoleon 


vour whole country, depends. And now, | 
as i-will and calumny can no longer 
reach me, at least so tar as relates to you, 
Ihave a well-founded hope, that you will 
at Jength find the reward for all your sa- 
crifices, and for all your magnanimous 
{rmuess.—Done at Haarlem, July 1, 1810 

Louis NAPOLEON. 


Louis Napoleon, by the Grace of God, and 
the Constitution of the Kingdom, King of 
Holland, Constable of France.—Consider- 
ing that the unfortunate state in which this 


country now is arises from the displeasure 


which the Emperor my brother has con- | 
ceived against me ;—Considering that all 
endeavours and sacrifices on mv part to 


support this state of things, have been | 


fruitiess ;—Con-idering lastiy, that it can- 
not be doubted that the course of the pre- 
sent state of things is to be attributed to 
my having been unfortunate enough to 
displease my brother, and to have lost his 
frievdship, and that I therefore am the 
only obstacle to the termination of these 
incessant diflerences and misanderstand- 
ings; —We have resolved, as we by these 
letiers, pndlished by our own free will, do 
resolve to resign, as we do from this mo- 
ment resign, the roval dignity of this 
Kingdom of Holand, in favour of our well 
beloved Son Napoleon Louis, and in failure 
of him, tn faveur of his brother Charles 
Louis Napoleon.—We further desire, that 
according to the constitution under the 
guarantee of lis Majesty the Emperor our 
Brother, the Regency shell remain with 
Lee Majesty the Queen, assisted by a 
Council of Kegency, which shall provi- 
sionally eonsist of our Ministers, «© whom 
we commitihe Custody of our minor King, 
till the arrival of her Majesty the Queen. 
—We further order, that the different 
corps of eur guard, under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Brono, and General 
Brano, second in command, shall render 
their service to the Minor King of this 
Kingdom; and that the Great Oilicers of 
the Crown, as well as the Civil and Mili- 
tary Officers of our Household, shall con- 
tinue to render their customary services 
to the same high personage.—The present 
aot done and concluded, and signed by 
our hand, shall be transmitted to the Le- 
gislauve Body, and then deposited copies 
shail be taken, and these letters be pub- 
shed in a legal manner, and-in the cus- 


vomary form. Lovis Napo.gon, 
Haarlem, July 1, 1810. 





Louis, by the Grace of God and the 
Constitution of the Kingdom, King of 
Holland, the Provisional Council of 
Regency of the Kingdom of Holland, 
to aij those who may see, hear, or read 
these presents makes known. 


That in consequence of the resignation 
of the Royal dignity and authority made 
by his Majesty, Louis Napoleon, in favour 
of the Crown Prince, his Majesty’s eldest 
son, Napoleon Louis and his brother, 
Prince Charles Louis Napoleon, and by 
virtue of his Majesty’s authority contained 
in the open and sealed letters published 
by him on the Ist of July 1810, the Pro- 
visional Regeney has this day constituted 
itself, under the Presidency of the Minister 
Van Der Heim, waiting the arrival of her 
Majesty the Queen, as constitutional Re- 
cent of the kingdom, and guardian of the 
minor King, and in expectation of the 
measures which her Majesty shall be 
pleased to adopt relative to public affairs. 
— Amsterdam, July 3, 1810. 

| «Van Der Herm. © 
By order of the Provisional 
Council of Regency. - 
“ALJ. J... Verneisen, 
« Tirst Secretary of the Cabi- 
net of the King. 


_ The Minister for Foreign Affairs hereb 

notifies to the inbabitants of the capital, 
by special order of his Majesty the King, 
that on Wednesday next, the 4th of July, 
the Freuch troops will enter this capital, — 
As it is his Majesty’s express will and de- 
sire that the troops of his illustrious Brother 
may be received and treated in asuitable 
manner, he expects that every one will 
concur im receiving those brave troops 
with friendship and esteem, and treat them 
as is due to friends and allies, and espe+ 
cially to the troops of the Emperor Napo- 
leon.—The justly famed military disci- 
pline, which, besides so many other mili- 
tary virtues, distinguishes these troops, isa 
guarantee to the inhabitants of this capital 
for the safety of their persons and pro- 
perty ; and also as@ures these tr that 
they will every where be received © and 
treated as friends and allies, as every one 
must be sensible of ‘how much i ance 
it is to the whole ebuntry in general, and 
the capital in particular, to fulfil im this 
respect the utmost wishes of his Majesty. 
His Majesty, therefore, trusts that the ii 
habitants.of the capital, feeling their duty 
in this respect, will zealously co-operate 
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- imthat which is of such importance to 
‘this citv, and to the whele kingdom, and 


id the destructive consequences which 
Hust ensue, should they, contrary to all ex- 

ctations, be guilty of an opposrte con- 
ct. 







of The above-mentioned Minister, 
; Vanper CaPELLAN. 
= Amsterdam, July 2, 1810. 
a 





"Amenica. —Circular.—Treasury Depart- 
a ment, May 14, 1810. 
i . 


> Sir—You will herewith receive a printed 
 jeopy of an Act concerning the Commer- 
ial Intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and 
‘their Dependencies, and for other pur- 
_ poses.——The insiructions furmally given 
_@especting the execution of provisions of 
_@ similar nature, being applicable to the 
_ two first sections of the Act, it is only ne- 
essary to. observe, that the exclusion 
_ rom. the harbours or waters under the 
_ » jurisdiction of the United States, embraces 
(subject only to the exceptions made by 
the act) every description of British or 
_ ‘French armed vessels, whether public or 
private, and whether sailing with or with- 
___— out_a commission, authorising the capture 
_ Of vessels.—Ail other restrictions on the 
- Commercial Intercourse with France or 
Great Britain, not previously repealed, 
_ have expired on the Ist instant. Ff am, 
> &e, Apert GALLATIN. 








F _ Spain.— Order to convoke the Cortes. 


— Ferdinand, by the Grace of God, King 

_ ef Spain and the Indies, and in his Royal 
mame, the Council of Regency, to all 
Presidents, Governors, &c. be it made 
known, that under the isth of the present 
month of June, I have’ thought fit to 
issue the following Decree : 

“The Council of Regency of Spain 
and the Indies, desirous of giving to the 
_ ‘whole nation an irrefragable proof of its 
|. ardent zeal for its. benefit, and: to’ adopt 
the means for iis salvation, has deter- 
mined, in the Royal name of our Sove- 
reign, that the Extraordinary and General 
Cortes, already ordered, shal] be imme- 
diately assembled ; and for this purpose 
it is.directed, that such elections sbal) be 
Completed, as have not yet been con- 
cluded. Those Members already chosen, 
and suchas shall be chosen pursuant to 
this Decree, are hereby required’ to meet 
m August next, in the Royal Isle of Leon. 








“A 
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As soon as the major part are there col- 
lected, that instant the Sessions shall be 
opened, and in the mean while the Coun- 
cil of Regency shall occupy itself in re- 


moving the difficulties which might ob- 


struct the design of this solemn Conven- 
tion. Xavier pe Castanos, Pres. &c.’’ 
To Don Nicolas Maria de Sierra. 


« This Royal Decree has been commu- 
nicated by my order to my Supreme 
Council, &c. that it may be printed and 
published, and punctual'y obeyed. For 
which purpose | command all Presidents, 
Governors, &c. in their respective dis» 
tricts to execute the same, &c. 

J, rue Krxe,”” 

Estevan Varia, Secretary, &c. 

June 20, 1810, 


Sourtn America.—The Council of Re- 
gency of Spain and the Indies being in- 
formed that a publication has been made, 
purporting to bea Royal Order, of the 
date of the 17th of May iast, on the Com- 
merce with America, which is contrary to 
the established law. in those dominious— 
We hereby declare, that no such order 
has been issued, and we further direct, 
that all copies of such a fictitious order be 
collected and burnt, and thai this notice 
be published in the Gazette of the Re- 
gency, and othee public Journals, that 
all may be obedient thereto. 





Surerion Junta or CatTatonta.—The 
Junta of this principality being informed 
that some ill-intentioned persons, dis- 
regarding the public good, and those pa- 
triotic sentiments by which all Spaniards 
should be animated, have dared, from 
sordid motives, to purchaso the estates of 
certain individuals who have emigrated 
from the districts occupied by the enemy, 
and have done this in open defiance of 
the order of the 30th Nov. last, which 
makes such practices high treason ; the 
Junta, to restrain such offences, again de 
clares the like practices, so pernicious to 
the State, treasonable, and commands 
that the effects of the delinquents be con- 
fiscated. It also declares that the pro- 
perty of such persons be confiscated who, 
having emigrated on the approach of the 
enemy, have returned to their estates 
from the fear that the enemy would seize 
upon their possessions. The value so ac- 
quired’ shall be devoted to those faithful 
Spaniards who have beeg driven from 
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their homes aud have preserved their in- 
tegrity. A reward of 320 rials shall be 
given. to anv one who wiil mention the 
name of any offender against this order, 
and the name of the informer shall not be 
exposed. 


SwEepEn.—From the Stockholm Gazette, 
June 21, 1810. 


Gottenburzh, June 25.—By a Counier 
arrived this morning from Stockholm, we 
have learnt the intelligence of a riot hav- 
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ing broken out in that city on the 2Ist, the 
day on which the corpse of the late Crown 
Prince was conducted to the Palace previ- 
ous toitsinterment. Count Fersen,w ho led 
the procession in capacity of Riks Marshal 
(High Marshal) of vhe kingdom, was attack- 
ed by the mot, on suspicion of having been 
accessary to the death of his Royal Hich- 
ness. They commenced by assaulting his 
carriage W ith stones, &c. but the Count 
hating escaped into a house was fol.owed 
by the infuriated populace, who literally 
tore him to pieces.—Another account 
states, having got out of his carriage, the 
mob entirely surrounded him, and stoned 
him to death; afier which they retired to 
their homes.—S.nce the above-mentioned 
courier, another express 1s said to have 
been received, bringing an account of the 
mob having re-collected on the following 
day, and surrounded the houses of Count 
Uglas and Countess Piper, but fortunately 
neither of them fel) into their power.— 
From subsequent accounts it appears, that 
several lives were lost, as ultumately the 
soldiers were, in their own defence, com- 
pelled to fire on the people. General 
Adlerenitz was struck a violent blow on 
his back, but secured the man. The mob 
at One time agreed to a parley, and con- 
sented to proposa's made by the General 
that Count Fersen should be carried to 


ee 


prison; but another party of insurrection- 


ists arriving, he was torn from the soldiers 
and murdered, by being stoned and tram- 
pled on: itis positively said, that his eyes 
were beat out, ‘ 

“ Public notice is hereby given, that the 
invercourse of post, which, during the war, 
was established between Gottenburgh and 
Bogland, is now to cease. 


“General Post Office in Stockholm, 
June 20, 1810.” 


The following Proclamation was yester- 
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day issued :—« We Charles by the Grace 
of God, King of Sweden—It was with the 
most profound concern, we received the 
unexpected intelligence, that on the oc- 
casion, when the corpse of his royal high- 
ness the late Crown Prince was brought 
to this capital, and when, by a’ general 
mourning, aitended by tranquillity and 
order, the deep sense of the irreparable 
loss which we have sustained, and which 
we deeply lament, was to be manifested, 
some evil disposed persons, forgetful to the 
duty they owe to their fellow-subjects, 
atrociously commitied 2 murder, disgrace- 
ful to the Swedish name. We consider it 
as a consolation necessary to our wounded 
feelings hereby publicly to express. how 
much we feel concerned on account of the 
unfortunate consequences occasioned «by 
the disturbances which again took place 
last night after all possible admonitions 
had been used in vain by the Commander 
of our troops to prevail upon the multitude 
to disperse ; and after public notice had 
been given, that foree would. be resisted 
by force, and strong means employed 'to 
restore public tranquillity and secure per- 


sonal safety, the mob attacked the peace~. 


ful troops with stones, and insulting lan- 
guage, until the latter found themselves 
necessitated by our gracious command for 
the protection of the law and public-order, 
and in their Jawful defence, to meet force 
by force, which at length produced the 
beneficial result, that the multitude dis 
persed, and public order was restored, 
We entertain the confident hope,. that 
public tranquillity will in future be pre- 
served, and that even those who for a mo- 
ment would forget their duty,. and. suffer 
themselves to become the tools of lawless 
and perfidious intrigues, will entertain. a 
proper sense of the shalt to which they 
are exposed if they continue their.criminal 
conduct, All our faithful. and beloved 
subjects we graciously desire and. exhort, 
mindful of the duty which religiop, as well 
as the laws of our country imperiously 
impose on them, to rely with confidence 
on the measures which we are determined 
to pursue for the purpose of preventing all 
acts of violence, and preserving publie 
tranquillity and peace, and to li with 
obedience to the order which will be given 
them on our part by their superiors, Magis- 
oe “a bY gerne We commend 
ail to the peculiar attention of Almight 
God. Cuarues F. A, a 
Stackholm Castle, June 21. 
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French Emperor concerning General Sar- 
razin, June 30, 1810. 






“ Sire—Your Majesty has directed me, 
your order of the date of the 18th of 
this month, to make a report of all that 
~ eoncerns the Ex-General Sarrazin.—John 
* Sarrazin was born in the borough of Saint 
Silocshe, in the canton of Penne, in the 
$ artment of the Lot and Garonne, on 
the 15th of August, 1770, his parents were 
farmers. On the 27th of September, 
1786, he enrolled himself in the 5th Regi- 
‘meént of Dragoons which was disbanded on 
the 14th of September, 1787.—At this 
time he settled at Reole, in the department 
feLa Gironde, where he exercised the 
ofession of teacher of mathematics. On 
oe of September 1790, he obtained 
“the'place of professor of mathematics in 
the school of Sorreze, which was then 
under the direction of the Benedictines, 
in@ it was no doubt this circumstance which 
1. rise to the report that he had been a 
k, an assertion which certainly has 
ver been proved. He left this e mploy - 
aeent two years afterwards, to follow the 
: "movement which almost the w hole French 
"mation then made towards the frontiers, 
ind he repaired to the army of the Nerth. 
"Being sent to Chatons for the instruction 
ae the young éngifieers ih the school of 
2 tillery, he was thete when after the 
aking of Verdun, the inhabitants of Cha- 
ons formed a ‘Battalion, of which he was 
ippointed Adjutant-Major, the functions 
Hf which appointment he performed ti!! 
fhe 20th of September 1792, the time of 
he disbanding of the battalion ; but these | 
ircumstances, found m a memoir signed 
by himself, are only warranted by his own 
feclaration. What ‘is certain is, that he 
was appointed at Metz, Lieutenant of a 
eVolunteer Company, called the Saint 
Mawrice, at the end of 17 2, and Captain 
bf the same company on the i8th of 
arch, 1793.—On his first entrance into 
e service, he gave proofs of that restless 
triguing spirit which he has constantly 
hewn in his military career. 
sses himself in the memoir above cited, 
hat, for having taken part in some re- 
monstrances which appeared seditious, he 
as broken and degraded by order of 
seneral Houchard in 1793, and obliged 
D serve as a common soldier. He adds, 
haton the ist of October 1793, he joined 
t Chatillon, the chasseurs of the Gironde, 
t he was present in different affairs, in 
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the army of La Vendée, in which he 
was.in qualits of Secretary to General 
Marceau, and was appointed adjunct toe 
the Adjutant’s General, on the 9th of 
Prairial, year 2. On the 6th of Fructidor, 
of the same year, he was appointéd oa 
junct of the first class to the co rps of artil- 
lery by the representative of the people, 
Gilet, who had been sent to the army of 
the Sambre and the Meuse.—On the cth 
of Brumaire, year three, the same repre- 
sentative appointed him Adjutant-General 
Chief of Battalion in consideration of the 
testimonies which General Marceau had 
given of his conduct after the expedition 
of Coblentz.—The 18th Brumnuire, third 
year, his appoint ‘ment was confirmed by 
the Committee of Public Welfare; and on 
the Sth Prairial following he obtained the 
Commission of Adjutant-General Chief of 
Brigade.—l{e made the campaigns of the 
year three, year four, and year five, with the 
armies of Sambre, and Meuse, and Ttaly.— 
On the 27th Fructidor, sixth year, he re- 
ceived orders to proceed to Rochefort, to 
serve in one of the divisions of the army of 
England. We was one of the small num- 
ber of Frenchmen who made good their 
descent in Ireland, and he was appointed’ 
by General Humbert, General of Brigade, 
at the capture of Killala, and General of 
Division at the affair of Castlebar, where 
he~took a standard from. the enemy’s 
horse. “On his return to France he found 
the Executive Directory very little dispo- 
sed to confirm so rapid a promotion. He 
demanded to serve as Adjutant- general. of 
the army of Italy commanded by Genera! 
Joubert. Having been charged to con- 
duct a body of troops to the army , of 
Rome, he made with that army the cam- 
paign of the seventh year in Naples, and 
was appointed General of Brigade on the 
ie!d of battle, after the affair of Trebia, 
At the army of Italy his suspicious and 
doubtfil conduct exposed him to suspi- 
cions homiliating toa military person; he 
was charged with acting the part of an 
informer ; his constant opposition to the 
orders of his chiefs strengthened that opi- 
nion, and the unpleasant treatment he ex- 
perienced compelled him to ask leave te 
retire. On the 11th (Plaviose)he received 
orders to return to France. On the Ist 
Prairial year 9, notice was given him that 
he was no longer in the list of Staff Off- 
cers. Retired to private life, bis natural 


inguietude inspired him with several plans. 
He requested sometimes to be e~ployed 
in America and sometimes in the Kast 
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Indies. He expressed a desire to serve in 
the troops of the Batavian Republic, but 
he fulfilled none of these resolutions, and 
he was still in P’rance, when on the 10th 
of Vendemiaire, he was re-established on 
the staff of Generals of Brigade in the 
room of General Cvili, appointed General 
of Division. Two months afterwards he 
Was app’ ated to go to St. Domingo. He 
remained there only a year, the bad state 
of bis health inducing General Rocham- 
beau to send him back to Trance, where 
he arrived on the 22d Frimaire, year 12. 
General Augereau then commanded a 
camp ; General Sarrazin applic d, and ob- 
tained to be employed under his com- 
mand. His character, ever inclined to 
accusation, soon raised against kim nume- 
rous enemies. He avowed himself the ac- 
cuser of the Generals and Administrations 
of the Army in a memoir which he trans- 
mitted to the Emperor, under date of the 
23d of Frimaire, year 18. The cry of 
indignation whieh was raised against him, 
depriv ed him of the courage of supporting 
publicly the part he had undertaken, and 
raised such astorm against him, that he 
saw himself ewain, for the second time, 





obliged to request leave to resign. He) 


was nevertheless retained in his post, and 
made with that part of the army, the cam- 
paigns of the year 14, or 1806.—Some 
disputes, which he had with General Hou- 
deht, in whose division he served, obliged 
the Government to recal him to France.— 
Ow the 3ist of October, 1806, he was em- 
ployed in the 2ith Miliary Division, 
under the orders of General Chambarlhac, 
who confided to him the command of the 
department of the Lys. The misunder- 
standing which soon took place between 
the Prefect and him, evinced the neces- 
sity of giving him another destination, and 
he was sent to the Isle of Cadsand. Tis 
conduct continually extravagant, and his 
arbitrary proceedings, incensed against 
him the inhabitants, the authorities and 
General Chambarihac. The complaints 
which reached Government induced jt 
again to change his residence, and he re- 
ceived letters of service for the 16th Milj- 
tary Division. He served in this division 
from the 1ith of Februery, 1809, and had 
the happiness to live there in excellent 
harmony with both his superiors and su- 
balterus, till by the most disgraceful de- 
sertion he imprinted an indeiible oppro- 














































of General Sarrazin, which, to speak pro- 

petly, is only that of the extravagance of 

his mind, the errors of his character, and 

his numerous absurdities. 

«“ The Duxe De Fetnr, 
Minister at War.”’ 





Sparn.—General Orders — Fourth Division. 


Head-quarters, Elche, June 12. 
Soldiers ;-Our flying parties have ob- 
tained on the 9th considerable advantages 
in the town ef Galera. Our eavalry, to 
the number of 120,-was attacked by 230, 
of which 80 were killed and 19 made pri- 
soners. Individual acts of valour haye 
been performed, which shall be rewarded 
accordingly ; but among these we have to 
notice Don Gaspar de Bobadella, Captain of 
the Regiment of Cavalry of Farnisco, who 
with his own hand killed one of the ene- 
my’s officers, who in the act of offering 
him protection, returned the generous offer 
by astroke of his sword. The defenders 
of Cazorla, to the number of 360, were 
attacked on the 4th instant by 1,600 foot 
and 600 horse. The superiority of the 
enemy obliged them to retire from that 
town, after having defended it with ad- 
mirable valour. The enemy left behind 
them on this day 200 in their first attack, 
and in the streets of the town; nor had 
they courage to follow our valiant soldiers. 
These actions are only the preiudes of 
others more important, mi which we are to 
disti:sguish ourselves; to destroy and teach 
the enemy, that the Spanish nation wiil 
not cede in valour to any nation in the 
world. ‘ FREYRE, 





Prersassunc, June 13.—The day before 
yesterday the most eminent merchants 
and bankers were sent for to the Minister 
of Finances, who informed them of the 
measures for improving the finance of the 
empire. A boan of 100 millions of roubles 
is to be opened, on which account the 
Emperor has. published a Manifesto, of 
which the chief tenor is as folkows :-—— 


1. Of the Establishment of a Fund of Ligquida- 
tion of State Debts, 


As the property of the State ought al- 
ways tobe considered as a mortgage of 
the public debt, pert of its mass-is to be 
taken off and publicly sold. , 
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briam on his name.—Such is the history 
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(Lo be continued.) 
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